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ARGUING AGAINST THE SIMPLIFIED VIEW OF 

INEQUALITIESé  

ÅStructural crisis and the 
rise of uncertainty in 
everyday life 
ÅEmerging old-new 
inequalities across Europe ς 
ǘƘŜ αǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǿŜŀƪέ 9ŀǎǘ 
and South 
ÅA largely simplified view of 
αōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘέ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
reproduction of inequalities 
through European 
discourses and neoliberal 
institutional practices at 
various scales 



CONCEPTUALIZING THE RESEARCH: 

MARGINALIZATION AS A SPATIAL PROCESS 

ω .ŜƛƴƎ ΨƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΩ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŦƭƻǿǎκƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ 
through highly imbalanced social relations; 

ω Having no/poor access to the systems of collective 
consumption; 

ω Lacking power to shape discourses over institutional 
changes (market regulations, public services, regional 
policy). 
 
 

Ҧ Marginalization is a set of socio-spatial processes 
produced by multiple and uneven  social relations that 
weaken integrative mechanisms and social cohesion 
(Schmidt;Jones; Leimgruber, 2007). 



CONCEPTUALIZING THE RESEARCH:THE PLACE  

Marginality as a multiscalar yet a locally embedded process:   
We use the concept of place that are defined by daily 
(individual and institutional) practices reflecting and 
reproducing social relations (Massey, 2008), an open concept 
to understand, how socio-spatial practices are embedded into 
memories and recent socio-cultural contextsΧ  
Χ ŀƴŘ understand, how local practices are embedded into 
multiple economic relations of global capitalism, the changing 
regulation regimes in Europe, and the  transformations of 
nation-state. 



KEY ARGUMENTSé 

Marginality ς an aspect of socio-spatial inequalities 
produced by institutional practices of Neoliberal 
capitalism ς has various forms that are interlinked, 
reinforce each others and perpetuate the social and 
economic ΩerosionΩ in declining rural spaces;  
 
Local agents in rural spaces are strongly polarized in 
terms of financial and relational capital; those who 
has power to tackle marginality by combining local 
and networked assets produce new inequalities 
locally. 



METHODS  

ÅRegional Statistics  
ÅSeries of interviews 
on socio-spatial 
marginalization (78) 
in 4 study areas 
(2013)  
ÅA questionnaire 
survey 
όпллύΤΨexpertΩ 
interviews (30) on 
well-being in the 
Sarkad region 
(2014) 



LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS I: THE CONNECTORS  

Entering GPNs by 
exploiting: 
locally fixed assets 
(premises; agricultural 
land/ rent gap; global crisis; 
regional policy programs); 
local labour ς highly 
selective; personal 
relations; 
Intrafirm assets. 
Risks: erosion of local 
labour markets; changing 
local state-market relations; 
firm demography ς weaker 
local embedding! 



LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS II: DEPENDENT 

SMALLHOLDERS  

58-67% of the firms in the study areas; small scales in terms of 
land and employment; ageing; no growth perspectives ς yet 
strongly anchored! 
 

Highly differentiated by residence; age; education. 
 

Marginal position in capital flows (bank loans) and in GPNs Ҧ a 
strong dependence on CAP and on national policies;  
  

Marginal position in policy discourses ς even though, they are 
objects to ideological debates!  

 Ҩ 
 Monocultures; no innovation; loss of social capital; 
The rise ƻŦ Ψnew landlordsΩ - loss of control over local assets by 
rural communities.   



LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS III: LOCAL RETAILERS 

αwŜŘƭƛƴƛƴƎέ ōȅ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
retailers -dominance of 
domestic agents 
wŜǘŀƛƭŜǊǎΩ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΥ  
αŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘέ ƻŦŦŜǊΣ 
organisation of space, 
delayed ICT devp. 
Networking 
Pushing risks to regional 
suppliers 
/ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΩ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΥ 
fading self-supply, 
mutual help ς ΨƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜέ 
survival strategies 



óLIVEDô DEFICITS OF WELL-BEING ï  

THE RESIDENTS PERCEPTIONS AND RESPONSES  

PERCEIVED DEFICITS:  
ÅLoss of incomes and 
security ς poverty  as a 
relative category;  
Å.ŜƛƴƎ ΨƭƻǿŜǊ Ǌŀƴƪ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ς 
fading public services in 
rural spaces; 
ÅDevaluation of assets ς 
trapped in the net of 
dependencies; 
 
ҦErosion of individual and 
community lives: declining 
health and mental 
conditions, knowledge, 
abilities to learn;  loss of 
social relations 



óLIVEDô DEFICITS OF WELL-BEING ï THE 

RESIDENTS PERCEPTIONS AND RESPONSES  

STRATEGIES: 

Fleeing/outward 
migration 

5ŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŜƴǘǊŀǇƳŜƴǘΩ 
ς illegal work; entering 
local networks; living on 
social aid; returning to 
traditional ways of 
survival  

Ҧ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 
flows and by national 
policies (centralized 
control over resources; 
public work; supporting 
small scale farming)  


