GLOBAL EMBEDDING AS RESPONSE TO
SOCIO-SPATIAL MARGINALITY
ENTREPRENEURIAL STRATEGIES AND THE
PERCEPTIONS OF WELL-BEING IN THE
DECLINING RURAL SPACES OF HUNGARY
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ARGUING AGAINST THE SIMPLIFIED VIEW OF

INEQUALITIESEe

European Regions 2010: Economic Welfare and Unemployment

AStructural crisis and the
rise of uncertainty in
everyday life

AEmerging olenew
Inequalities across Europe
0KS oaid NHzO G dzNJ
and South

A largely simplified view of
adol Ol 4 NRé¢ NI
reproduction of inequalities
through European
discourses and neoliberal
Institutional practicesat
variousscales




CONCEPTUALIZING THE RESEARCH:

MARGINALIZATION AS A SPATIAL PROCESS
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through highly imbalanced social relations;

w Having no/poor access to the systems of collective
consumption;

w Lackingpower to shape discourses over institutional
changes (market regulations, public services, regional

policy).

[bMarginalizationis asetof sociospatialprocesses
producedby multiple and uneven socialrelationsthat
weakenintegrative mechanismsand socialcohesion
(Schmidt;Jonest.eimgruber 2007).



CONCEPTUALIZING THE RESEARCH: THE PLACE

Marginality asa multiscalaryet a locallyembeddedprocess
We usethe conceptof placethat are defined byaily
(individual and institutional) practices reflecting and
reproducingsocial relationgMassey, 2008 an openconcept
to understand, how soctgpatial practices arembeddedinto
memories and recent soctoultural contextsX

X I uAderstand how localpracticesare embeddedinto
multiple economicrelations of global capitalism the changing
regulationregimesin Europe andthe transformationsof
nation-state.



KEY ARGUMENTSe

Marginality ¢ an aspectof socio-spatialinequalities
producedby institutional practicesof Neoliberal
capitalismc¢ hasvariousforms that are interlinked,
reinforce eachothers and perpetuate the socialand
economic@rosiornn decliningrural spaces

Localagentsin rural spacesare strongly polarizedin
terms of financialandrelational capital, those who
haspower to tackle marginality by combininglocal
and networked assetsproducenew inequalities
locally.
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LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS I: THE CONNECTORS

EnteringGPNdy
exploiting

locallyfixed assets
(premises agricultural
land/ rent gap globalcrisis
regionalpolicyprogramg;
locallabour¢ highly
selective personal
relations;

Intrafirm assets
Riskserosionof |ocal
labourmarkets changing
localstate-marketrelations;
firm demographyc weaker
localembedding




LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS II: DEPENDENT

SMALLHOLDERS

58-67% ofthe firms in the study areas smallscaledan terms of
land and employment, ageing no growth perspectives; yet
stronglyanchored

Highlydifferentiated by residence age education

Marginalposition in capital flows (bankloans) andin GPNdha
strongdependenceon CAP anan national policies

Marginal position in policy discourses; eventhough, they are
objectsto ideologicaldebated

@
Monocultures noinnovation; lossof socialcapital,
Therise 2 hewdandlord<2 lossof control over localassetsby
rural communities



LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS llI: LOCAL RETAILERS

aowSRf AYAYIE
retailers-dominance of
domestic agents
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al R2dza 1SR
organisation of space,
delayed ICdevp

Networking

Pushing risks to regione
suppliers
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fading seHsupply,
mutual helpc WA Y @ A
survival strategies




A IVEDGDEFICITS OF WELL-BEING 1
THE RESIDENTS PERCEPTIONS AND RESPONSES

PERCEIVEDEFICITS

A oss of incomes ah
securityc poverty as a
relative category;
ASAy3a WwWt2gSHKNI
fading public servicesn

rural spaces

Mevaluation of assets
trapped in the net of
dependencies;

[H=rosionof individualand
communitylives. declining
health and mental
conditions, knowledge
abilitiesto learn; lossof
socialrelations




A IVEDGDEFICITS OF WELL-BEING T THE
RESIDENTS PERCEPTIONS AND RESPONSES

STRATEGIES

Fleeing/outward
migration
5SFEtAY3 GAT
¢ illegal work; entering
local networks; living on
social aid; returning to

traditional ways of
survival

M { dzLJLJ2 NI SR
flows and by national
policies (centralized
control over resources;
public work; supporting
small scale farming)




