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Context and Focus
The 8th IALIC annual conference, to be held at Széchenyi István University, Györ, Hungary, invites delegates to frame their thinking about interculturality through attentiveness to the concepts of region and identity.

The topic of Regions and Identities is a crucial and inevitable question today in the wake of the increased political, cultural and religious regionalisation tendencies within Europe and the world since the fall of the Berlin Wall and, more recently, EU expansion and global developments since 9/11. The conference theme of Regions and Identities wishes to draw attention to social, cultural and emotional aspects of regionalisation and mobility, which are increasingly a focus of interest in intercultural research. This has shown that people identify strongly with spatial categories that foster feelings of 'homeliness', group identity and economic safety. These are increasingly in conflict with one another. The categories of ‘nation’ and ‘locality’ seem to dominate in some parts of the world, while in others regional categories are considered much more significant. Globally, categories of faith are progressively more important, often cutting across established notions of identity and space.

Spatial identity highlights differences according to age, group identification, and perceptions of belonging and spatial settlement. Social values add a special flavour to the whole system of regional identity and seem to reinforce it, thus making it resistant to change. Social capital as an essential element of the whole problem puts emphasis on the relevance of identity, as it may constitute social and intercultural relations among different regions.

Thus, regions and identities remain a relevant and complex facet of intercultural relations and social cohesion, and represent a strong undercurrent within the process of globalisation.

We welcome all proposals for papers which develop notions of regions, identities and cultures.

The following are just some of the areas we are keen to explore:
Languages with and without boundaries 
Issues of communication across newly opened borders
Identities without territories
Teaching language and culture in a post-national climate
Global, local and regional cultures and languages
Global spaces and transcultural identities
Central-European regions and identities
The EU and identity
Europe as a region and regions within Europe
Transborder Euroregions
The impact of regional economics on global trade
Cultural aspects of translation
Sociological aspects at the interface of the global and the local
Regionalism in literature
Regional vs global marketing: an old debate
Changing boundaries – shifting ideas
Regionalism and film
Invited Keynote Speakers

Hajdú Zoltán (Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Centre for Regional Studies, Pécs)
Paasi, Anssi (University of Oulu)
Plamen, Makariev (Sofia University)
Szépe György (University of Pécs)
Call for Papers
The conference will have an explicitly interdisciplinary focus. We welcome contributions from any of the following fields: applied linguistics, education, media and communication studies, cultural and area studies, film and literature studies, anthropology, economics and business studies, political science, sociology, philosophy, regional studies.

Papers
We invite proposals for papers on the themes outlined above. While it is in the best traditions of the Association to be as inclusive as possible, it may be necessary to select proposals, in which case the criteria to be applied will be dependent upon the proposal’s relevance to the theme of the conference, and the quality of the submission. Those wishing to submit a paper should see the Instructions for Submitting a Proposal.

Language of Presentations
Although papers may also be delivered in German or French, the official language of the conference will be English.

Please submit your ABSTRACTS by 15th July 2007 and send it to the conference secretaries at ialic@sze.hu
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